Search Engine Optimization is Your Friend
Have questions or need advice on search engine optimization tactics? Contact Kevin Dando
(kdando@pbs.org/ 703.739.5073) or Jeannine Harvey (jharvey@pbs.org/ 703.739.8134)
Suggested resources: Sites
•

If you only have time to look at one site, make it: www.searchengineland.com, run by
search engine expert Danny Sullivan
(The site’s Daily SearchCap newsletter is particularly helpful, and includes up-to-the-minute
news, including changes in search engines algorithms, and how business deals affect the
search engine landscape)

•

We also highly recommend and use SEOmoz.org, which includes a resource-filled and
frequently updated blog, and a variety of helpful, free tools producers can use to help
diagnose your site’s prominence on the Web. These tools — on the site’s homepage —
include:
Page Strength Quickly assess the value of a website
Crawl Test Diagnose potential search engine crawling issues on your site
Keyword Difficulty Determine how difficult it is to rank for a term
In addition, SEOmoz just published its comprehensive survey of Search Engine Ranking
Factors – which, the site says, “represents the collective wisdom of 37 leaders in the world
of organic search engine optimization.” Together, they voted on the various factors that are
estimated to comprise Google's ranking algorithm (the method by which the search engine
orders results). This is an extremely valuable tool – at http://www.seomoz.org/article/searchranking-factors.

Two Major Tools and Resources You Should be Using Right Now:
• Verify your Website(s) and Use Google Webmaster Central
(www.google.com/webmasters)
Loaded with daily-updated tools you can consult to help bolster your search engine ranking, and
see how sites on the Web link to you right now.

2. Submit sitemaps to the major search engines (Google, Yahoo!, MSN Live and Ask) to tell them about
your Web sites. (For news sites, there are special sitemap recommendations – see Kevin or Jeannine for
more details.)
Sitemap submission tips are at sitemaps.org.

